The diagnosis and treatment of oncocytic carcinoma.
The purpose of this study was to assess the diagnosis, treatment, and prognosis of oncocytic carcinoma. This was a retrospective study of 7 patients with oncocytic carcinoma according to the 2005 World Health Organization classification guidelines who underwent 1 or more surgical interventions within the last 20-year period from 1992 to 2012. The lesions were located in the parotid glands in 5 patients, the submandibular glands in 1 patient, and the sublingual gland in 1 patient. One of the patients experienced tumor recurrence after conservative surgery before he was admitted to our department. Five patients were treated with a total parotidectomy, and 3 underwent additional neck dissection. Only 1 patient died, as a result of pulmonary metastases. After a follow-up period of 3 to 198 months, no recurrences were found in any of the surviving patients. On the basis of our experience, poorly differentiated oncocytic carcinoma should be treated with the total resection of the affected salivary gland and a selective neck dissection. Patients with oncocytic carcinoma should remain in long-term follow-up.